
TOXICOLOGY REPORT CONFIRMS SOURCE LINKED TO 
TWO ANIMAL DEATHS AT ANIMAL ARK 

Contaminated Product Purchased from Triple A Brand Meat Company 

RENO, Nev. (March 11, 2015) – The source of barbiturates related to the tragic death of two 
animals at Animal Ark, a wolf and Asian tiger, has now been determined. Lab results confirm 
that the source was contaminated meat product purchased from Triple A Brand Meat 
Company, a USDA certified company based in Burlington, Colorado.   

Toxicology reports previously confirmed that the drugs Pentobarbital and Phenytoin, which are 
commonly included in euthanasia solutions, were found in both the stomach contents of 
Maddie the wolf and in urinalysis of a sickened cheetah named Jamar. Jamar has since made 
a full recovery.  

“Animal Ark feeds its carnivores meat products from various suppliers across the nation,” said 
Diana Hiibel, Animal Ark co-founder and programs manager. “Our sanctuary trusts these 
sources and has been receiving meat products from these sources for more than 20 years.  

“Continued testing of the meat products in question was done to find the source of the drugs 
and after more than two weeks of testing, a contaminated meat product was identified. We 
provided Triple A Brand Meat Company with the lot numbers and shipping information, and 
they immediately issued a recall of the product, pledged to take steps to prevent this from ever 
happening again and voluntarily agreed to cover Animal Ark expenses related to this matter.”  

“No value can be placed on the lives of Maddie and Shere Khan who we lost. They were a 
treasured part of our Animal Ark family,” said Hiibel. “The reimbursement for the costs incurred 
related to veterinary care, food that was destroyed and the extensive lab testing will help 
Animal Ark tremendously as we look to recover from this tragedy.”   

According to Triple A Brand Meat Company, the company purchases its products from 
wholesalers who are certified and reputable. Those wholesalers in turn purchase meat from 
private parties. An investigation to find the source of the meat containing the barbiturates is 
ongoing. 

“All of us in the Triple A Brand Meat Company family are devastated by the recent events that 
took place with Animal Ark,” said Amanda Thew, Triple A Brand Meat Company partner. “We 
are a small family owned and operated business that prides itself on years of providing safe, 
nutritious, and affordable products to all of our customers. While we know we can never 
replace the ambassadors that were lost, we are doing everything in our power to make sure 
that this never happens again. We will not be offering this product until we can guarantee its 
safety.”  

“Our Animal Ark animal keepers, staff and volunteers have been greatly affected by this 
unnecessary loss of life, but the outpouring of community support we have had during the past 



month has helped immensely,” said Hiibel. “The best way people can help now is to support 
the sanctuary and its mission of inspiring environmental stewardship through wildlife education 
by coming out to see our facility, getting to know our animals, adopting an animal, signing up to 
be a volunteer and sharing in a 34-year Reno institution.” 

Animal Ark, located at 1265 Deerlodge Rd, opens for the season on March 28. For more 
information call 1-775-970-3111 or visit www.AnimalArk.org.  

Background/Timeline of Events 
On Friday, February 6, Shere Khan was found showing signs of stroke. He had been 
completely normal the day prior. Almost 22 years old and in decline with age-related health 
concerns, the tough decision to euthanize him was made. He was 6 years old when the 1999 
fire burned through the Animal Ark facility, and a USDA vet said a normal life span due to the 
smoke inhalation and possible organ damage should not be expected. His long full life was a 
true testament to the love and care of the Animal Ark team. He is now buried alongside his 
sister, Taja. 

On Saturday, February 7, Maddie was found to have passed overnight. Like Shere Khan, 
Maddie had been completely normal the day prior. Animal Ark quickly arranged for a necropsy 
and conducted a check of the rest of the animals. It was then they discovered Jamar in his den 
box comatose.  

Dr. Chrysann Collatos was able to come out immediately and begin emergency treatment on 
Jamar, administering fluids and raising his body temperature which was done by turning the 
downstairs of the house into an emergency room, wrapping Jamar in blankets and placing him 
by the wood stove.  

On Monday, February 9 Animal Ark alerted the state veterinarian to the situation.  

On Friday, February 20, Animal Ark received toxicology reports back from the California 
Animal Health & Food Safety Laboratory System, on the campus of UC Davis. Analysis of the 
stomach contents from Maddie, the wolf and of urine and blood from Jamar the cheetah both 
revealed that Pentobarbital was confirmed and Phenytoin, which is commonly included in 
combination with pentobarbital euthanasia solutions, was also detected.  

On Tuesday, February 24 the first set of meat samples came back negative for Pentobarbital 
and Phenytoin. Sample testing continued.  

About Animal Ark 
The Animal Ark is an accredited wildlife sanctuary that provides a permanent home for non-
releasable wildlife. Established in 1981, this non-profit sanctuary and education center houses 
wild animals who for a variety of reasons cannot survive on their own in the wild. Located on 
38 acres of juniper-covered foothills north of Reno, Nevada, Animal Ark houses primarily North 
American predators who have been orphaned, injured, or maintained as pets. In many cases 
these animals would have been euthanized if Animal Ark had not taken them in. 

http://www.animalark.org/
http://animalark.org/

